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OCTOBER
October brings (dare I say it) pumpkin spice lattes, pumpkins,
scary creatures, and candy galore. It should also be a
continuation of building relationships and engaging
environments for student and teacher learning.

As we are settling into a new school year, we hope relationships
are being fostered and students needs are being met. We fully
embrace the quote of "Students have to Maslow before they
can Bloom". Now that we know our students and their academic
progress to this point, it is time to dig deeper into literacy and
English Language Arts concepts and skills. Are we having academic conversations where
teachers are acting as the facilitator and students are driving discussions using critical
thinking?

Wabisabi Learning Critical Thinking Cheat Sheet

Did you know?
October is National Book Month! Let's celebrate by creating a comprehensive list of books for
K-12 students to fall in love with reading. One way to increase student engagement through
reading is by providing engaging texts. Help us build a database and earn Professional Growth
Points (PGPs) by sharing your favorite texts and sample lesson plan ideas here using the
Mentor Text Lists form. For every 5 texts you share, you will earn 1 PGP. Just email Rose
Tomishima to receive your PGPs.

Highlight from the �eld:
Instead of dreading Mondays, Clarksville Elementary School is using #CelebrateMonday to
�nd a way each Monday to re�ect on something positive to start their week. Whether it be
lunch with the Principal for good cafeteria behavior or high �ves in the hallway, Clarksville is
really making the most out of Mondays!

LITERACY UPDATES FROM IDOE

https://www.wabisabilearning.com/blog/critical-thinking-skills-cheatsheet-infographic
https://forms.gle/yewWz8MRee5hYDms5
mailto:rtomishima@doe.in.gov
https://s.smore.com/u/680cca66daa7f74cf0af193f662fd549.png


IDEAS AND INSIGHT

LITERACY FRAMEWORK
The Literacy Framework is a tool you can use to curriculum
map and plan for this upcoming school year. Does your school
utilize a curriculum map, scope and sequence, or pacing guide?
Use the Literacy Framework to dive into each standard through
I can statements, question stems, practical examples, and
digital resources!

A huge thank you to over 400 Indiana educators who
contributed to the development of the Literacy Framework.
Click here to see this list of amazing educators!

Over the course of the 2019-2020 school year, additional
resources will be added. Stay tuned!

Have special requests for support? Feel free to reach out to us
at any time. That's what we are here for!

FIVE COMPONENTS OF READING: PHONICS
OVERVIEW
What is Phonics?
The knowledge that letters can represent phonemes and that these sounds are blended
together to form written words.

Systematic, explicit instruction is designed to increase accuracy in decoding and word
recognition skills, which also helps comprehension. These skills must be taught with the
development of phonemic awareness, �uency, and comprehension.

Ways to incorporate Phonics into Instruction:
Systematic, explicit instruction
Teacher modeling processes and/or skills while reading
Cumulative review of skills
Multisensory introduction and practice of skills
Small groups
Through a progression:

1. Consonants and short vowel sounds
2. Consonant digraphs and blends
3. Long vowel/�nal e
4. Long vowel digraphs
5. Other vowel patterns

https://www.doe.in.gov/literacy/framework
https://www.doe.in.gov/literacy/acknowledgements
https://s.smore.com/u/eb180dce8f41333ed6e9599a7031bd13.png


6. Syllable patterns
7. A�xes

Find it in the Literacy Framework
Using the search tool, click on Reading Foundations to access Indiana standards that utilize
phonemic awareness skills. For example, third grade reading foundation standard 3.RF.4.6
states: Read multi-syllabic words composed of roots and related pre�xes and su�xes; read
irregular contractions (e.g., will not = won’t) and possessives (e.g., children’s, Dennis’s).

Practical Examples for 3.RF.4.6:
-Using complex texts, pull out multisyllabic words and have students identify roots, a�xes,
pre�xes, su�xes, and syllable patterns in the word. Have students decode and share �ndings.
-Use a concept map for a root word. Students create words by adding pre�xes and su�xes.
-Illustrate the meaning of words.
-Use anchor charts to model and display breakdown of multisyllabic words.
-Build a word wall of multisyllabic words as they are found and discussed in everyday whole
group reading.

These examples and considerations come from the Indiana Literacy Framework. For
additional resources, guidance, and practical examples please visit the Literacy Framework
here.

What does this look like in the secondary setting?
We need to ensure all of our secondary students have basic phonics skills in place. Instead of
isolating phonics skills with secondary students, we should expose students to texts that
interest and excite students. When we pull in high-interest texts, this gives students a want to
read.

One way to incorporate phonics skills is through modeling. When a teacher reads aloud, they
should model their thinking about reading. This allows students to hear the processes going
on while the teacher is reading or decoding words. The teacher can also focus on a certain
skill, then have students read and share when they found a word with the involved skill.

Middle School High Five Reading Strategies
Teaching Teens Who Struggle with Reading
Reading and Writing Haven for High School Students

Resources

Florida Reading Research on Phonics
Indiana Literacy Association- Phonics
Phonics Song
Reading Rockets Alphabet
Phonics Resources- LRI
Education.com
Raising Robust Readers
Hands On As We Grow
English Alphabetic Code

https://www.doe.in.gov/literacy/framework/3rf46
http://www.doe.in.gov/literacy/framework
https://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/VM/0132-dec05/VM0132Middle.pdf
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/partnering-with-childs-school/instructional-strategies/teaching-teens-who-struggle-with-reading-what-can-help
https://www.readingandwritinghaven.com/important-reading-strategies-for-struggling-readers-in-high-school/
http://www.fcrr.org/curriculum/pdf/GK-1/P_Final_Part2.pdf
https://literacyworldwide.org/docs/default-source/where-we-stand/ila-explaining-phonics-instruction-an-educators-guide.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BELlZKpi1Zs
http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/alphabet_matching
https://www.literacyresourcesinc.com/resources/phonics-aids/
https://www.education.com/worksheets/phonological-awareness/
https://raisingrobustreaders.com/about/free-phonics-worksheest-content/
https://handsonaswegrow.com/learning-letters-activities/
http://alphabeticcodecharts.com/Training_illustrated_The%20English%20Alphabetic%20Code.pdf


BOOK SUGGESTIONS

PHONICS
THEY USE
By: Patricia Cunningham

This resource is �lled with
developmentally appropriate
activities that help students
with �uency, rhyme-based
decoding, spelling, and more.
This edition includes three
chapters on assessment, more
suggestions for adapting
activities for English language
learners, and new phonics
interventions for older
struggling readers.

A FRESH
LOOK AT
PHONICS
By: Wiley Blevins

In a Fresh Look at Phonics,
Wiley Blevins, author of the
blockbuster Phonics from A Z,
explains the 7 ingredients of
phonics instruction that lead to
the greatest student gains,
based on two decades of
research in classrooms. 

For each of these seven must
haves, Wiley shares lessons,
routines, word lists, tips for ELL
and advanced learners, and
advice on pitfalls to avoid
regarding pacing, decodable
texts, transition time, and more.

WORDS
THEIR WAY
By: Donald Bear

Words Their Way is a hands-on,
developmentally-driven
approach to word study that
illustrates how to integrate and
teach children phonics,
vocabulary, and spelling skills.

DYSLEXIA PROFESSIONAL AWARENESS
IDOE will ensure all teachers working for school corporations and charter schools receive
professional awareness on dyslexia. This professional awareness will include information on
the characteristics of dyslexia, evidence-based interventions, and evidence-based
accommodations for dyslexia. This information is offered through IDOE’s Moodle course
website. Please visit IDOE’s dyslexia page under the “Dyslexia Professional Awareness” tab for
a link to the professional awareness course, and directions on how to set up and log into
IDOE’s Moodle website. (IC 20-35.5-6-2(B), as created by SEA 217 (2018)

https://s.smore.com/u/94cfe757c49cbc7c92430cf8575da92d.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/440ed0c69834a88fd8326002c1bfad45.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/dbcb2af0925a13c93fe5bfac43bffcc8.jpg
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODAyLjg3MjcyMjEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODAyLjg3MjcyMjEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzEyNzI4NyZlbWFpbGlkPWpyaXNjaDFAZG9lLmluLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9anJpc2NoMUBkb2UuaW4uZ292JnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&122&&&https://www.doe.in.gov/literacy/dyslexia?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=


FALL OPPORTUNITIES TO CHECK OUT!

CONNECT ON TWITTER!

$12,000 RENEWAL GRANTS FOR INDIANA
K-12 EDUCATORS
Lilly Endowment announced its 33rd Teacher Creativity Fellowship Program (TCFP). This
renewal program supports Indiana educators to take intentional time to pursue their dreams
and passions, explore new areas of interest, and expand existing talents or develop new ones.
Renewal times encourage new experiences, exploration and re�ection to discover renewed
energy and enthusiasm, spark innovative approaches to teaching and leading, and reveal
thoughtful ways to enhance creativity in students and classrooms. Up to 100 grants, each
totaling $12,000, will be awarded in 2020. Learn more about TCFP at lillyendowment.org.

GRAMMY MUSEUM OPPORTUNITY
My name is Kait Nader and I’m the Director of Community Engagement at the GRAMMY
Museum. We have a national program called the Jane Ortner Education Award that honors a
non-music educator who uses music in her or his classroom. The application is short and
straight-forward with educators being asked to submit an original lesson plan that they have
used in their classroom. The winning educator is able to attend the GRAMMY Awards telecast
with a guest (paid for by the museum) gets a $3,000 personal honorarium, a $1,000 honorarium
for their school and is honored at a GRAMMY Museum event. Additionally, there are both in-
person and online professional development programs for those interested in learning how to
use music in their classroom.

Please �nd our 2020 �yer attached and more information on our website:
https://www.grammymuseum.org/education/janeortnereducationaward.

LITERACY AND TECH:
THOUGHT OF THE MONTH!
WHAT IS LEARNSTORM?

LearnStorm is Khan Academy’s free, fall program that gives
teachers a fun way to help students gain skills, foster growth
mindsets, and build teamwork.

Check out Khan Academy's LearnStorm here.

https://lillyendowment.org/for-grantseekers/renewal-programs/teacher-creativity/
https://www.grammymuseum.org/education/janeortnereducationaward
https://learnstorm.khanacademy.org/
https://s.smore.com/u/d719ea1b9e1e3e7969e61b00a0976f2c.jpg


It's been reported that over 4 million educators use Twitter for
professional conversations. As educators, there is so much we
can learn from each other. We invite you to connect with us and
each other!

1. Tweet about all things LITERACY using #INspirEDlit
2. Follow the hashtag and connect with other coaches and
educators
3. Follow @EducateIN for the latest updates from Indiana
Department of Education

WANT TO JOIN OUR LITERACY COMMUNITY
OF PRACTICE? CLICK HERE.

ROSE
TOMISHIMA
Elementary Literacy and ELA
Specialist
rtomishima@doe.in.gov
@RoseTomishima
#INspirEDlit

JOSEPH
RISCH
Reading Specialist with training
in Dyslexia
jrisch1@doe.in.gov

http://tinyurl.com/yaya4plk
mailto:rtomishima@doe.in.gov
mailto:jrisch1@doe.in.gov
https://s.smore.com/u/3c1efadb814b07bd63d8f8c6381c8812.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/827d0aab4d19b70accd9f2e3fa9c84ae.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/79d4480f105252627e9d7f5d91b0e595.jpg



